
Forty days, no food, one man in the un-
forgiving Middle Eastern wilderness: 
maybe you’ve heard of the temptation 
of Jesus (recorded in the gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, and Luke). What was he 
doing out there? 

There’s no doubt, those six weeks were 
grueling. It wasn’t just the lack of food. 
The devil is real and he has real power 
to influence people. He leaned heavily 
on Jesus to turn from the path that would 
lead to his crucifixion. He offered Jesus 
the easy way out. He worked on Jesus 
the entire time. 

It’s important for us to know how grueling 
Jesus’ temptations were, because ours 
are, too. Part of what makes temptation 
so difficult for us to overcome is that the 
devil has gotten to know each of us so 
well. If you shop online, the stores you 
visit learn your preferences from the 
things you buy, and they make sugges-
tions to you the next time you visit, based 
on your preferences. The devil uses a 
similar tactic. If you’ve done something 
wrong once, the devil might suggest: 
“Well, you’re already guilty, and since 
it’s obviously something you enjoy, why 
not stick with it?” 

And just as the devil tailored his tempta-
tions specifically to Jesus’ unique calling 
as Savior, so also he works on us. We’re 
all called to various stations in life: hus-
band, wife, mother, father, son, daugh-
ter, brother, sister, worker, student, 
friend. Whatever your callings are, the 
devil tempts you away from them. He 

wants to empty every marriage 
of love. He wants parents to turn 
their backs on their children and 
each other, and children to dis-
honor their parents. He wants 
workers to hate their jobs, stu-
dents to resent their teachers and 
hate their homework, friends to 
give up on each other, and co-
workers to pick at each other. 

You and I know in what ways we are es-
pecially vulnerable to temptation, and we 
know where we have fallen. Oh, how we 
wish we could undo what we’ve done! 
We hate the weight of guilt we pile on 
ourselves by our failings. If it were possi-
ble to just wish our sin all away, we’d all 
be guilt-free by now, without any help 
from God. But our sin sticks to us like glue. 

Not so with Jesus. He didn’t have any sin 
to begin with.  And even though the devil 
came at him full force, Jesus never gave 
in to temptation, not even once. He never 
sinned. This is good news. Forty days in 
the wilderness might sound like an ancient 
version of one of those TV survival shows 
where people get to prove how smart 
and strong they can be. But Jesus wasn’t 
in this for himself. It was all for us. Jesus 
did what he did because you can’t just 
wish your sin away. You need a substi-
tute, someone who is holy and sinless in 
your place. Jesus is that someone. His ho-
liness counts for you. 

Because of what Jesus has done for you, 
you can fight boldly against every temp-
tation the devil sends your way. Because 
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of Jesus, you have a weapon 
more powerful than all the 
armies of hell: you have 
God’s forgiveness.  So be the 
believer in Jesus that you are, 
and fight the temptations you 
face without fear of failure. 
Through faith in Jesus you’re 
connected to him, and that 
means you already have the 
victory. And whenever you 
think about Jesus’ temptation 
in the wilderness, remember: 
those forty days were for you. 
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Call Returned — A Letter from Mr. Nate Reich 

February 10, 2019 
 

To My Brothers and Sisters in Christ at St. Paul, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord! 

One of my favorite mission hymns is “Hark!  The Voice of Jesus Crying.”  The line, “Here 
am I — send me, send me!” has spoken to me many times throughout my life.  While man 
makes plans, it is the Lord’s will that is always done.  Through God’s grace, we are given 
many different opportunities to answer the call and serve Him and His kingdom in many 
different ways. 

Over the last few weeks, I have had the opportunity to evaluate my gifts, talents, and de-
sires as I have held two divine calls, one here at St. Paul, and the other to Grace Lutheran 
school in Kenai, Alaska, to be their principal and upper grade teacher.  Though at times 
stressful, having these two calls has allowed me to talk with many fellow believers here at 
St. Paul and at Grace and ask questions about ministry.  Both congregations have been 
blessed in different ways.  Both congregations are proudly sharing the Gospel to the lost.  
Both congregations would be a joy to serve in the future. 

After three weeks of deliberation and time spent in prayer, I am returning the call to 
grace and will continue serving here at St. Paul. 

I thank you for your prayers and words of encouragement over the last three weeks.  
Please continue to keep Grace in your prayers as they continue calling for a school lead-
er.  Please also continue keeping St. Paul in your prayers as we share the gospel to fami-
lies throughout Green Bay. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
Nate Reich 

 

Fellowship Luncheon Invitation 

"Come one; come all.". .. all ages are invited and welcome. Let’s come to together 
for a nice lunch, and chit-chat with fellow members and guests. Dutch treat! 

We will meet at the Village Grille on Hoffman Rd.  on the 21st of March (It's a 
Thursday) from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.  

If you are interested in this luncheon, call or text me, Rod Haskins at 920-606-
8880 to confirm that you are coming.  
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Did you know that our con-
gregation sent a $100, 000 
gift to our national church 
body’s Mission and Ministry 
fund last summer?  We gave 
the gift in thankfulness to 
God for a generous gift we 
had received from the es-
tate of Lynda Bentley in the 
amount of about $1 mil-
lion.  Together with all our 

other careful plans for how 
best to put this sizable es-
tate gift to work in the 
spreading of God’s Word, 
our congregation elected to 
send 10% of the gift to the 
WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod) to support 
our fellow believers in their 
proclamation of God’s 
Word in places where we 

can’t go.  On Sunday, March 
31st, at 9:15 a.m., Rev. Kurt 
Lueneburg, director of our 
WELS Ministry of Christian 
Giving, will be here at St. 
Paul to thank us to and to 
talk about the impact of our 
gift.  All are invited to join us 
in the fellowship hall for this 
special occasion. 

Accreditation Highlight —  
Ready for Growth                                       — Principal Nate Reich 

not come in until the summer 
months. Right now, there are 
over 10 applications al-
ready completed. St. Paul 
members, now is your time 
to turn in your application! In 
order to accommodate high-
er numbers in our school, 
there is a proposal to offer 
a morning and an afternoon 
3K / 4K session. In order for 
this to work, Mrs. Zabell, our 
ECE director, and our aide, 
Mrs. Herre, would become 
full-time. Child care would 
be offered in the morning 
and the afternoon. The coun-
cil is currently discussing this 
proposal. Please come to a 
special voters meeting on 
Sunday, March 10, at 9:15 
a.m., to learn more about 
the exciting growth in our 
school. 

In order to get word out 
even more about our school, 
the Promotions Committee 
has worked with Gillespie 
Productions of De Pere to 
create a promotional video. 
Filming was done in Febru-
ary, and the video is ready 
to be shared. It will be 
shown after services one 
weekend in the month of 
March. 

 
March 8 is our annual lower 
grade musical. Come at 6:30 
p.m., to hear 3K-5K sing 
some songs, followed by 
grades 1-4 performing the 
musical The Tale of Three 
Trees. Afterwards, there will 
be snacks and fellowship in 
the fellowship hall. We hope 
to see our gym packed that 
evening! 

When the accreditation 
visiting team was on campus 
last fall, one of the com-
mendations St. Paul re-
ceived is that our church 
and school are active in 
promoting our school to the 
greater community. With 
our high commendations for 
strong curriculum, instruction, 
atmosphere, and our partic-
ipation in the Wisconsin 
Parental Choice Program, 
the visiting team told us to 
get ready for growth. Few, 
I think, realized how quickly 
the growth would happen. 

Currently, there are parents 
of about 30 three and four-
year-olds that have indicat-
ed they want to enroll their 
child(ren) in our 3K and 4K 
program. Typically, appli-
cations for 3K and 4K do 

Thanks for $100K! 
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Thank You Notes...  

...have been coming to the congregation from member students who attend Fox Valley 
Lutheran High School, Luther Preparatory School, Martin Luther College, and Wiscon-
sin Lutheran Seminary, and who received gifts from the St. Paul Scholarship Fund.   

The Scholarship Fund welcomes donations; please consider supporting Christian educa-
tion and ministry training for our young people. 

Some of the notes received recently are shared with you below.  More will be included 
in the April Messenger. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Scholarship Committee 

Thank you for your prayers and donations toward my education at Luther Prep.  I appreci-
ate all of the support ou have given me while I am away at school. 

These last few months have been a huge blessing for me.  Luther Prep is such a unique 
place to be.  There is a wonderful common purpose here, the goal of preparing people to 
serve the church one day.  That creates such a one-of-a-kind environment.  I have grown, 
not only in knowledge in school, but in faith in relationships with friends, and in countless 
others ways.   

There truly is no place like Prep.  Thank you for your encouragement and gifts as I continue 
my journey. 

Lydia Nelson 

 

St. Paul Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you for the $150 towards my tuition here at Luther Prep.  It’s very encouraging to 
know that my church family wants to take a direct role in supporting me in this important 
aspect of my life.  Prep does a wonderful job of encouraging and supporting me in my 
faith.  It is also preparing me well for my plan to go to MLC and become a teacher.  Thank 
you for partnering in my Christian education. 

Grace Nelson 

 

Dear St. Paul Congregation, 

Thank you for your continued support in my high school education.  I am truly blessed by 
your encouragement in my Christian education and future. 

Lord’s blessings, 
Isaiah Schaefer  
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LWMS News 

Door Offering: On March 
24-25, there will be a 
door offering to support 
LWMS Paperland Circuit 
Home Mission: Carribean 
Scholarship Fund and 
World Mission: Proclaim-
ers. The funds collected 
will be combined with the 
other LWMS Paperland 
Circuit congregation’s 
funds collected, and dis-
tributed after the LWMS 
Paperland Circuit Spring 
Rally. LWMS mission pro-
jects are projects not cur-
rently supported financial-
ly by the Synod. 

Service Opportunity: The 
LWMS Paperland Circuit 
Board is looking for wom-
en who are interested in 
being on the ballot for 
LWMS Paperland Circuit 
Board President Elect, 
Treasurer, or Spiritual 
Growth Woman. I have 
been serving on the Board 
for over three years as 
Vice-President and love it! 
Contact me if you are in-
terested. 
 
LWMS PaperLand Circuit 
2019 Spring Rally will be 
held on Saturday morning, 

April 6 th . The theme is: 
“The Great 
Multitude in White Robes”. 
Our main speaker is Pastor 
Michael Duncan and he will 
be sharing information 
about the mission work 
being done to evangelize 
to the Hindu, Sikh, Bud-
dhist, and Muslim, living in 
the US. Watch for Spring 
Rally registration infor-
mation in the bulletin. 
 
LWMS 2019 Convention 
Registration is open: 
LWMS.org has all of the 
details, but feel free to 

contact me with questions 
or assistance with register-
ing. Hotels fill-up fast, so 
book early. The convention 
will be in Des Moines, IA 
on June 27-30. 
 
May GOD continue to 
bless the efforts of our 
Missionaries and LWMS. 
  
Lisa Koenig 
LWMS Reporter 
CookieBaker@1791.com 
920-469-1758 

Dear members at St. Paul, 

Thank you so much for the $150 to help pay my tuition at FVL.  My two-and-a-half years so far at FVL have been amaz-
ing.  Not only have I learned Math and Science, Reading, and writing, I’ve learned so much about what the Bible says and 
teaches and how it impacts the entire world.  It is also a very encouraging thought to know that my home congregation is 
thinking about me and has me in their prayers.   

Your brother in Christ, 
Brady Wirkes 

 
Scholarship Committee 

Thank you for the contribution to my Christian education.  I enjoy going to FVL a Lot.  I like the teachers there, being able 
to hear God’s Word every day, and the many opportunities I get.  My favorite class at FVL is the Principles to Biomedical 
Science program.  I get to conduct experiments and learn more about what people in the medical field do.  I know that if 
I wasn’t going to FVL, I wouldn’t get the opportunity to take that class.  Thank you for supporting my Christian education. 

In Christ, 
Adeline Woosley 
 
 



St. Paul Lutheran Church exists to celebrate our freedom from sin, death, and hell through 
Jesus Christ; to nurture our church family with God’s Word for lives of service to Him; and 
joyfully to share the good news of salvation with the world around us. 

S T .  P A U L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  A N D  S C H O O L  ( W E L S )   

514 S. Clay St., Green Bay, WI 54301, www.stpaulgreenbay.com, (920) 435-8468, Facebook, Twitter 
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WELS Annual Report 

port online at wels.net/
annualreport to read 
more about how God 
has blessed the outreach 
efforts of Home, World, 
and Joint Missions and 
the other areas of minis-
try within our synod. 

Print versions of the report will be 
sent to every WELS congregation 
and to synod donors. Additional print 

versions are available from North-
western Publishing House for free. 
Visit nph.netor call 800-662-6022. 

“Your gifts, God’s blessings: An annu-
al report to WELS members” is now 
available. The 2019 report highlights 
the blessings that God has showered 
on WELS through the gifts of its mem-
bers.  

This annual report celebrates the 
amazing success the gospel is accom-
plishing in the United States and 
around the world thanks to support 
from WELS members. View the re-

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 2019 
 

Ash Wednesday……….…………………………...March 6, 2:00 & 6:30 p.m. 
Forgiven Means Forgiven — Psalm 51:1-19             Pastor Nathan Nass 

 
Midweek 2…………………………………...March 13, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Sorrow and Joy — Isaiah 53:3,4                                         Pastor Jon Zabell 
 

Midweek 3………………………………...…March 20, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Betrayal and Faithfulness — Hebrews 10:23                   Rev. Mike Dietz 

 
Midweek 4…………………………………...March 27, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Justice and Mercy —  2 Corinthians 5:21                     Pastor Nathan Nass 
 

Midweek 5…………………………………...….April 3, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Shame and Glory — Galatians 6:14                                   Pastor Jon Zabell 

 
Midweek 6……………………………………...April 10, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Life and Death —  Luke 23:32,33                                   Pastor Nathan Nass 
 
 

Lenten Suppers are served prior to evening worship  
on these six Wednesdays.  Serving is from 5:00-6:30 p.m. 






